SAFE CUSTODY
might, and when next they approached the sluice
we must open fire. So I got hold of John and Stiven,
and we all stood by to loose off for all we were worth.
" Now the thieves had withdrawn a little into the
dell—I supposed, to have some refreshment before
the balloon went up. But after a little they seemed
to stop using their torches, and when I could bear
it no longer, I crept down to see what it meant.'
Damn it, the dell was empty. The lot were gone.
" For a long time I couldn't believe it. Why, if
all was ready, hadn't they let down the sluice ? What
were they waiting for ? What could be their object
in waiting? And then in the flick of an eyelid I
saw the truth,
" They were going to divert the fall, but not with
the object of cutting our water-supply. That would,
of course, have been madness—I see it now : for long
before we had surrendered, the countryside would
have been roused by the sudden flowing of a river
where no river had flowed before. The phenomenon
would have been examined, and the sluice discovered
and destroyed before any more damage was done.
" No. You know the cascade in the dungeon . . .
and the conduit that brings it in ... and the flap
in the kitchen floor. . . . Very well. Cut off the
castle fall, and a man can crawl down that conduit
and enter the castle thai way. A man ? Ten men . . .
fifty men . . .
"And there you are* They know that conduit
exists, and they've laid their plans. At a given
moment to-night—or to-morrow, or Tuesday: but I
rather fancy to-night—the sluice will go down and the
Hohenems fall will stop, Only two men are needed
to let down the sluice. The rest will be waiting outside
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